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Washington Agrees to Send 
a Few Thousand Weapons 
Captured in Vietnam 

By WILLIAM BEECHER 

Special bo The New Yoric Times 

WASHINGTON, April 22 — 

. The Nixon Administration has 
: agreed to supply several thou- 
sand rifles to the beleaguered 
Government of Cambodia, Ad- 
ministration officials disclosed 
today. The weapons would be 
automatic rifles of Soviet de- 
sign captured from Communist 
forces in South Vietnam. 

The Cambodian Government, 
when it was informed of this 
decision, was also cautioned; 
against “inflated expectations”! 
of further American military 
assistance, the officials said. 

The decision was transmitted 
last Friday in -a cablegram from 
Washignton to Lloyd M. Rives, 
the United States charge d’af- 
faires in Pnompenh. 

Mr. Rives was instructed to 
stress to the Government of 
Premier Lon Nol that the deci- 
sion should not be construed as 
a commitment by the United 
States to meet requests for 
weapons on a large scale, and 
that it must be kept secret. 

Subsequently, on Monday, 
General Lon Nol sent a personal, 
plea to President Nixon for ex- 

Continued on Page 4, Column 3 


: CIA-RDP73-00027R0001 0003001 1-6 



U.? Agrees to Send Rifles to Cambodia 

" Appro ved F oFRe l ease 2001/08/08 : taA-RDP73-00027 ROefrlOQf)3001 1 -6 


Continued From Page 1, Col. l] In the message Friday, Mr. 

'Rives was told to let the Cam- 


tensive military equipment and 
for' help in the Cambodian 
[fighting from Cambodian mer- 
cenaries now working in Viet- 
nam for the United States 
[Army’s Special Forces. 

There was no official ex- 
planation of the relationship be- 
tween the Friday cablegram and 
the letter sent by Premier Lon 
Nol Monday, but presumably 
the letter reflected the keen dis- 
appointment of the Cambodian] 
leader, who is seeking enough 
weapons to expand his 30,000- 
man army to rOughly 200,000 
men, but got an offer of only 
a few thousand rifles. 

Publicly, the Administration 
continues to declare that all 
Cambodian requests for mili- 
tary aid will receive "appropri- 
ate attention.” 

At the . White House today, I 
Ronald L. Ziegler, the press sec- 
retary, was asked about the 
status of the Cambodian re- 
quest: 

“As you know,” he said, “the 
initial request was made ap- 
proximately a' week ago and it 
has been 'under study.” 

Asked whether the Adminis- 
tration would consult with Con- 
gress before going ahead with 
any aid, he said: “This is a mat- 
ter under study.” 

Big Aid Program Unlikely 
The indications in various j 
Government agencies are that 
the Administration does notj 
wish to embark on a large pro- 
gram of military aid in Cam- 
bodia but feels compelled to 
demonstrate that the new re- 
gime, under heavy pressure 
:rom North Vietnamese and 
Vietcong troops, is not without] 
'riends. 

Officials note that Mr. Nixon 
faces a monumental problem 
over the Cambodian issue. On 
one hand, many. Senators are 
stanchly opposed to any hint] 
of action that might widen the) 
Vietnam war, and the President 
himself has said that he opposes 
expanding the battlefield. 

But on the other hand, Mr. 
Nixon recognizes that if Cam- 
bodia should fall to Communist 
forces, this could jeopardize the 
situation in South Vietnam by 
turning all Cambodia into a vast 
enemy supply base and troop 
replacement center. 

Senator J. W. Fulbright, chair- 
man of the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee, told report- 
ers on April 2 after a four-hour 
closed-door session on Indochina 
WhaWgacretary of State William 
P. Rogers had given assurances 
that the Administration would 
'consult” but not necessarily 
seek the approval of the com- 
mittee before any decision 
made to extend military aid to 
Cambodia. 

As far as could be determined 
today; the Administration hasj 
[not consulted the committee On 
the automatic- weapons decision. 
Th? committee has invited MrJ 
Rogers to discuss Cambodia 
next Monday, committee 
sources said. 

In the message that was sent 
Friday to Mr., Rives,' informed 
sources said, the United States 
expressed readiness to supply 
1,500 AK-47 automatic rifles at 
once and 4,000 to 5,000 more 
within two . or three weeks, j 
These weapons, of Soviet de- 
sign and Chinese Communist 
manufacture, were captured in 
Vietnam, the informants said, 
arid presumably could be 
transferred at some point along 
the border between Cambodia 
and South Vietnam. 

No Ammunition Supply 
Mr. Rives was told to inform 
the Cambodians that no am- 
munition for these rifles was 
available to the United States 
and to suggest that Indonesia 
be queried as a possible source 
of supply. 

The Indonesian Army i< 
armed with AK-47’s. Diplo- 
matic sources here say that 
Indonesia has recently sent a 
small military mission to 
Cambodia, presumably to look 
into the requests for arms as- 
sistance, first voiced last week 
by Premier Lon Nol in a gen- 
eral radio broadcast. 

Informed sources here say 
that the Cambodians have pre-j 
sented “a long shopping list” 

(of weeapons to better equip 
their army of about 30,000 men' 
and to nable them to expand 

it to asmany as 200,000. 


bodians know that the United 
States was studying additional 
requests “carefully’” and would 
be in touch again in the near 
future. 

‘Realistic Limits* Cited 
But the Cambodians should 
be made to understand, the 
cablegram continued, that 
there were real restrictions on 
the scope of military assistance 
the United Statesmight provide. 
Any further aid must be kkept 
within “realistic limits,” the 
message said, without explain- 
ing the limits. 

Mr. Rives was asked to in-| 
quire whether the Cambodian] 
Government wanted medical 
supplies. These ould be pro- 
vided openly, the cablegram 
said. 

Officials here say that the' 
substance of the message wasj 
delivered by Mr. Rives to Cam-] 
bodian officials “without de- 
lay.” 

They declined to say what 
the Cambodian reaction had 
been, but presumably the per- 
sonal letter sent by Premier 
Lon Nol to President Nixon was 
evidence of Cambodia’s unhap- 
piness with the limited nature 
'of the initial American r&spons 
The officials would not say 
whether any AK-47 rifles had 
yet been transferred. No deci- 
sion has yet been made on the 
request submitted by Premier 
Lon Nol on Monday, they adde 
Military analysts said the 
30,000-man Cambodian Army 
would be no match for the 
40,000 to 50,000 North Viet- 
namese and Vietcong soldiers 
in Cambodia, if a determined 
assault were pressed by the 
Communist forces. 

The Cambodians are not as) 
well trained, equipped or led, 
! 


the Cambodians, to give them 
ammunition for only a limited 
amount of sustained fighting,! 
one officer asserted. 

Military planners speculated 
about a possibility that South 
Vietnam might drop a division 
of paratroopers into Pnompenh 
to secure the city, if it ap- 
peared that Communist forces 
were about to capture it, and 
if the current Government in- 
vited Saigon to do so. 

. A puzzling note was injected 
into the picture today with 
word that an ethnic Cambodi- 
an, who described himself as a 
lieutenant colonel who had fled 
to South Vietnam from Cam- 
bodia some years ago after a 
falling out with Prince Noro- 
dom Sihanouk, then the Chief 
of State, complained to United 
States authorities in Vietnam 
that he was prepared to help 
the new regime but could get 
no response from the Lon Nol 
Government. 

The man said he had offered 
to provide three battalions of 
troops to fight the Communists. 
Officials here were unfamiliar 
with the man and said they 
did not know whether he, in 
fact, could make good on his 
offer. 


New Apeal Made at U.N. 

Special to The New York Times 

UNITED NATIONS, NY 
April 22 — Cambodia made 
an urgent appeal to all coun- 
tries which love peace and jus- 
tice” today to help the new 
Government to fight invading 
Vietcong and North Vietnam- 
ese forces. 

, The letter of complaint to 
the Security Council said that 
the enemy forces in Cambodia 
“were supported by local Viet- 
namese inhabitants.” 


It 

.. -.-j-.-Sh.- peared intended to justify re- 

they said. The North Vietna- prisals reported to have been 
mese < and Chinese were care- taken against those Vietnam- 
ful. m supplying weapons to ese. 


Approved For Release 2001/08/08 : CIA-RDP73-00027R0001 0003001 1-6 



